Robb Répor

RobbReport.com

- \ .'!: f
175+ AWARD WINNERS

JUNE 2044 BRIONI | CARTIER | HERMES | FERRARI | PIAGET

GULFSTREAM | HEESEN | PORSCHE & MORE

L

‘|||‘| ‘”“ SINGITA | BULGAR| | ROLLS=ROYCE | DAVIDOFF | DUCATI
| 'I
i 'J.;



' THE ROBB READER

Tommy Hilfiger

A CONVERSATION WITH THE FASHION MOGUL
AND POP-CULTURE CONNQISSEUR.

—] MM HILFIGER'S GLOBAL fashion empire iz roated

l in a long-ztanding love for American pop culture, His de-
signs reflect his early obsession with pop arl and rock and

roll, which ke continues fo cultivate loday as an enthusicstic collector
af everything from Warhols to vintage guitars. Also a longtime reader
af fhobh Report, Hijfiger recently took a break from iz busy work
travel sehedule fo discuss his passion for ali things pop. —JILL XEWMAN

Wit atiraeted you to pop art?

When I came to 3ew York [City] in the late "70s, | met
Andy Warhol anid was very impressed with his pop-
culture wiew an life. T boved how he brought fashion,
priesie, and art all together and almaest made 3 spoofon
it. T started collecting his work back then and becarme a
miore serious collector ater on inife, 1 e many of his
portraits, and [ espectally like the one af Grace Kelly
beecmse e reminds me of my wife. Wi have Mubammad
Ali, Liz Taylor, Uncle Sam, John Wigne, Mick Jagger,
and Annie Oakley. They all represent American loons
or world icons. § love Andy's wse of color and the wiy he
wodid s brights with flusrescent eolors sometimes,
and then seribble over them. His use of color has been
very inspiraticiial in all of iy fashion collections. Talso
collect art from Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring,
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Richard Peince, Tracey Emin, and Jewn Dulwdfot.

D gent heive i favorite piece?

It is & self-portrait of Basquiat and Warhe] from the
day they met. Basquint met Warhal, and he painted
himsedf amd Andy on acanvas and deliversd it o Andy's
studio when it was still wet, and that hangs in my
apartment in the Flaza, [ hive s few Basquiat and Warhol
collaborations—two genius artists af the 20th century
painting on the same canvas,

What drew gou to rock-aond-roll memonabilio?
When 1 started my first business in 1968, 1 was 18 and
went into the fashion business because 1 was ohsessed
with the rock emesic scene and loved the way musiclans
dreased. 1 opened a store called People’s Flace in my
hometown of Elmira, New York, selling bell-bottoms
anid fringe vests, and hippic-rock-style clothes of the
tim, andl 1 started collecting rock memorabilia. § have
chothing, plvatograghs, guitars, and gear from years past
that are on display in my homes and office. It gives us
inspidration for designing clotlses and stores and keegs
usconnected to that spirit and time,

Tiell us abont your car collection.

1 was collecting American classics like Woodies, and
then in the lare ‘BO0s | became interested in Ferrari, The
cirss | lowe the most s my Enzo Ferrart, the 2006 imited
edition, and it is s important to me as one of my paint-
ings because it has un sesthetic and at the same time it
is o o the fstost stret carg in the workd. 1 used totake
it on the back raads of Connecticut, and [ brought it to
the Grand Prix track in Mont-Tremblany. 1t is like an Bl
cir for the street, and one of the most important cars
Ferriri sver built. [ hove others, like a Bentley, a Fisker,
1 Moreades from ‘68, and n Rarge Rover Autobiography,
bust the Enzo is my favorite.

Where do you like to spead your free time®

I love the beach, and being on the beach is one of our
Favorite family pastimes, We huve a home in Mustique,
and it is & read isolated getaway where we play beach
villeyvhall, hiloe, hike, paddbebeard, and snorked, and have
beach plenics, or sometimes just lie in a hammock and
read a boak. We alza Jove Miami. It is an incredible city,
and there are great restaarants and shopping, and inter-
esting people, music festivals, boat shews, and galleries.

How do yeou define lurury?

Lamseuary Teow i timme with roy Banily more than anything
else. Tn this busy lifestyle, it ks nice to settbe back and do
ey little for a few diys on the beach with the family.
Thet is the ultimate oy, B
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